English Literature and Composition

2007 - 2008

Brief Description of Course

The endre facus of the course will reflect an attemipt to achieve measurable standards adhering (o the
Pennsylvania State Stundards in Reading und Wniting, The everell reading goal is w provide for the
cxpericace of literuture, the interpretulion of literature, and the evuluotion of litereture engaging a wide
variety of texts m group analysis and individual inlerpretation. The wriling goal will allow for sradents
1o view wiitng as a developed discinline that includes callecting infonmatioa, Dimulating idess, uod
determining their relulionship o one another. Studeals will also be asked to make judgmaents thar show
mureasing intellecmal sophisdication in terms nf logic and eritical thinking, This course is desipmed to
comply with the curmicular regquicements deseribed io the AP Eoglish Course Txeseriprinn.

Unit Information

Unit Name or Timeframe:
The Greeks! Sophocles and Eunpides
Oedipus Rex, Ocdipus at Colonus, Antigone. Medea {owo weeks)

Conlenl aund/or Skills Taught:

-Development of Theater, Classic Period, Oudipus Trilowy, Aristode’s Pocties, tragic hero in Gresk
tragedy, satyr plays, Acsop’s Fubles, Chorus, physical and mechunicul elements of theater, Sophocles’
innovabuons

~Vocabulary terms: bubris, peripetein, nemesis, trame hero, tragic flaw, dramaric irony, deus ex
machina

Major Assigoments andior Assessments:

-Explication of tragic hero clemants in Oedipus Rex .
-Themed writings: sight versus blindness. filial piety, perfonmance analysis, fate veraus freews't, gos'
laws vorsus men's low :

SWhat's in a Name?" project

Uit Name or Timeframe:
Elcmenss of Fiction {three weeks)

C'ontent and/or Skills Taoght:

-A strorg analysiz of short fict:on, literary cevices studied using the works of varicd aathors, fiction
evisluations. the icea of figuratve Janguage :
~Vecahulary terms: plot, strucnure, characterizadon, theme, symbolism, allegory, fantasy, hunur,
irony, settog, puinl of view, looe, style

“Ihemalic means of ™writing about litzranire™ (The basis for this process revolves around the centrul
ilens of being able to wrice elearly as well as heing ahle to write parsmasively.)

Mujor Assipnments and/or Assessments;

~Short storics Fom various authars: Grraham Greens "The Descuctors”, Allos Walker "REversday 1lse",
Katherine Munsfield " Miss Brill”, Tobias Wolll "{Tonters in the Snow”, Jumes Joyee "Eveline",
Ludora Weliy "A Warn Path”, Shirley Jackson "The Lotery", Nathaniel Hawthorne "Yuoung Coodman




Rrosn", Albert Carnus "Lhe Guest”. Frook C'Cunour "The Drunkard”. O. Heary "A hManicipal
Report”, k. Scoft Fizgerald "A New T.eaf, Guy de Manpassant "The Necklace", Ernest Hemingaay
“Roldier’s Hnme"

-Literary smalysis and identifying elements of fiction

-Timed wrilings in which students will be asked to analyze short staries within a given time period
{sumples und & seoring mibric will he otftered at the end at cach individual write)

Unit Name or Timeframe:
Poctry Unil {iwao 10 three weeks)

Content and/or Skills Tought:

-Poetry ¢omprehension and then cvalusting peetry (Students must be zble to look at & piege of poetry
and ask three questions: 1) What is the poem's central purpose; 2) How' fully has the purpose becn
accomplished; 3) How important is this purpose? The firsl question helps to bring about an
undergunding vf the poen iself Questivas twn and thiee aie wsed in evalualing Lbe puem. Quesion
three, alone, judges the paem on & "scale of significance.” Hopefully. this tvpe of background
knowledge will brirg atoul an eppreciation, as well as an understazadiog. of poetry in as many tforms
und pussibilities.)

Major dssigiinents and/oy Assessments:

-Readmg vurious forms of poetes for gamerirg a more eclactic viewpning {Masr poerns will be read
with i companion picee in order to otler a compunson/vorntrast-rype discussion))

-Questions for study from the simplistic, "Which poer is more migresting and moere meaningful? to
the more cumnplex, "Which paem communicares the mere genuine pactic emation (be shle 1o jislify
your answer)?"

-Sonnets: study as well as aralyzg varions sonncts (fingl assignment will be to wrile &n vriginal
suret)

-Poems will come from varying time periods aod way wclude: Joho Keals "Ode to o Greeian Um”,
John Donne "The Canonization", Robert Frost "Home Burial”, T.S, Fliot "The Love Song of J. Alfred
Prufiock”, Margaret Atwood "Siren Song”, William Blake "The Lemb”, Elizabeth Bishop "The Fizh",
EE. Commings "I{a™

-Timed weritings in which stucents will be usked to analyze vanous forms ot poetry within a given
time period (samples and @ scoring rubric will be offered at the end of eavh individual write)

Unit Name or Timeframe:
The Sound and the Fury {wo 0 shree sweeks)

Caontent and'or Skills I'sught;

-Furlkper's narrative style, ramatars of the novel doven by stream of consciousnass, azganization af
the novel, Rymbolic elements

-Camprehensiva of hierary crilique simed @ dissecting the novel into ils various components
-Undemstunding Taulknee’s experinental form of writing (characterized by Treguent time shids,
narraiue shifls, anconventional punceiation and sentence strucmare. as well as a
stream-of-conscivusness techniygue thisl cevenls e iner houghtls of charsclers 0 |he reader)
-Describing Favlkner’s "Sonth" in the enntext of the historical Sourh and uncéerstand how the South
was changing socially and cconomivally in the early 200k cenlury

Major Assipmments and/or Assessments:

-Pre-reading, activity: sclections from Absalom, Absulom, "Two Soldiers,” und "The Bear”

-Reading journal: Studenls will keep 4 junmal atempting to analyzc and keep nole of Faulkner's use
of pomt ol view, time, form, and character. In this joumnal, students should cite passages and raise



quesaons for class discussion. [ che sczond ehapter, for example, stndeais caight make mention of
Quentin’s shadovr jn the watsr as well as e concept of time that permeazes thivnalwil.

~Critical Lssuy

-Possible ezsay tapics inglnds dic fllowing: | 1Hnw docs Faulkner use narrative sieuctuee L develap
his prirmary charactors? 2)How docy the Compson timily {end nodons of family "hland") chanse
thivughout €1¢ course ot the nevel? 3) How does Faulkowr present ims throaghaut che novel, and
what is the relufionship behwveen macmative and symholic Lime and he changane histoncal tioes in the
corly twealicth cenmry Sonth?

4) Iy the end of the novel. Mrs. Campson has forbidden the wendoa of Caddy's name. Wt is
significant abourt the fuct [hut Ciddy dows nol kave br own lapler {und thiat ske is naweless by the
end of the puvel)?

-Literaty oims gniz ’

-rawaMoint presenietion: Faulkner's South

Uinit Nuxae or Tineframe:
The Tiagecy of Hamlet, Proce of Denmark (twu werks)

C'ontent and/nr Skills Taughi:

-Waking sraimunied 253801008 cbou! Hlelanite

-Analvzaoy Grores nf speach and literasy tanms

-Structuring ideas and arguments in a sustdined. pecsurstye snd soplisticated waay, incuding
cnmpacison’conitus)

-Wrting resporses to literame

-Analvzing, trom o vrticul stundpolot, various wspets ol g pliy

~Comprehending the coneept ol & "play wichin a play"

-Analyzing the various salilaquies tound throngavnt the play (being able o identity common and
relevant thames fouaod to sach suliiugua.

Mujor Assipnments and/or Assessmients:

-rSomething is Rolle: ju the Skae of Denaek!: Students will idendily e "ioliva” elements Sound
throuahour the ay (weaknesscs, ambition, obsession)

-Ulsing context «lues W mlerprel two of Hauler's solilagaies {*To be o a0l 10 be™; " What » pusce of
wwors 35 u wen™), rthen ehenking their nnderstandngs with other souwrecs such as a Shakaspeisvin
CTalicisg Lexr

-Critizal analysis of (3¢ "mincer chunslers” in e play. What is their overall conizibution to the play?
<Creaduz on aonotaled bibliogoaply fur ecitical analysis of the play

Jlower Point Praseatation deteiling the five acty (group projedt)

TTnit Name or Timeframe:
Litcrary Rescarch Projuet ¢ four enguing wevks)

Content andfar Skills Taught:

-Modem Lauguuge Assoviatun fuomal, plaginnsn definition

-resterch fprincary and secondary). thesis statoment, note taging inchuding quete vzrsng paaphase,
suure: sands, outline, parentheticol citations ncluding what lo ¢ite aad what oot to cits, confersncing,
revisinged:tiop, lual cupy, wal presauation, vistal aid

Biajor Assigmnents andior &sscssments:

-sclecring 4 opic. uoelyaing Lilers lure. peueratiog 3 106sis slamgad, sesench paper pruposal, souree
cards. gole cauds, parentherical citatinng, comsoucting un owtine. writine abwuc litcranre, formarting
Au MUA paper and Warks Cited. peer edilimyr



Unif Nomue vr Tinefrane:
Othella, the Moor ol Veaics (two weeks)

Content and/or Skills Taoght:

-Folger Library Edition ot Othello

-View excerpts of (ive film versivns, from 1948 Olivier Lo 1994 Fiskboume and Verdi Opera version,
utilizing Friedman perfonuance history handouts

-Cxumiming and analyzing performance variances, direction, scenery, dreciurial chuices, costumes,
and lighting rchemes

-Reading play uloud, fovusing on luaguuge. shetoricol, and theptricul devices. Smdy uses of meter,
Tambie pealarmeter, hemic couplers

-Siudying, sclecting, memorizing and presenting sounets

Major Assipnments and/or Assessments:

=Writing ceitical analysis using library sources, examining themes, characters, and viler imporlant
ciements

~Trunshieraling passages and scliloquies from text

-Preparing presentation of Desdemona’s Siury! snvision and write Act & prepare "Path af th
Handkerohe mural/posiers <

T'nit Name nr Timeframe:
Lxastentialism Lol (fwo weeks)

Content andfvr Skills Taught:

Iatroduction to Fxiscentdal thonght and lirerary texes include Alhert Camns The Stranger, "Myth ot
Sizvphus”, Franz Kafks Metumorphosts, ¥iieo - Groundhog Day

-Cnucal examinahion of history and evelution of metaphysicul inquiry ¢ ulminating with
groundbreaking work of Kierkegaard and Niztzsche

-Decoding texes with discussion. reflection, reading, and various research modalities

-Absurd man, nihalisto, mediephysics

Major Assignments and/or Assessments:

«Critica] reading and analysis

-Writing assignments, short und long, one smalytical, one assessing critical overview of novel
-Applying existenlial erilicel ey suilysis o pogn, play vr [l and preseal (o class

Unit Name or Timeframe:
“All Quiel un the Westeia Front {one to twao weoks)

Coatent and/or Skills Taught:

Wosld War T {The Great War): its ceuses and erfects, nationelism, satrindc idealisi, canmradere
{esprit de coms, comradestup). corrupting el of power, shared humanity vessus mans inhumanity
to man, destructiveness of war, Lost Generation, Treaty of Versailles coniributing to WWIT and risc of
Hitler

-Vocabulary tecms: persomlicat:on, umagery, entithests, simile, metaphor, apostrophe, hypesbale,
aphorism, svmbolism, toreshadowing, irony. appositive, cacsura, point oF view, atmosphere, durk
hurnor, shirapnel and rench mortars, Central Powers, Allics, copper driving band, lorry, polson gus.
trench wartars



Major Assipnments and/or Assessmenls:

-Gieniilying kinds of chasaciarization, fils-peson vesus onihiseient thicd-person, mokmg interences
ahour characters

-Criticul rending aoc dm.ysis

-Themed wttiwogs such as wiages st leer fiom e noyvel, can Paul waly speal. for & whole
peasrativi, aovels messaga(3) and fiets on 3ncicty and history

-Resaiting on the war, writing a saldicrs diary, chartine a dzay in the life of a WWT 1urse, ¢realing
ropaganda postors, wnong a seene trom Pauls pluy Seul. cresticp o chapter oi'the novel vriten as 2
goene moy play

Unit Mame or Limeleome;
Diavid Copperfield {fowr oncurnent weeks)

Content and’or Skills 'U'auphts

-Struvhire and theme

-Yigtonan England including marals znd the poor, rales of gaciety; social classes, prisons, sductlion,
treatment of children. Jepn: profession, ladustrial Revululion, fillen woren

-The balimee ol good and evil, novels moral amdiguity, eontiasting paies of vhamiers

-¥aoalnlery tarmsa: debrars prison, alinshouse, toetphar, siwile, peiassiticatios, fudi S8 -,
atlusion, frony, symbolism. curicuture. [acve., pleareague sovel, suphemism

Wajor Assignments and/or Assessmcuts:
-Tasmed writiogs such ws ¢ Meciveness ol David as ubserver and marratur, cupability of Dizkens as
creator of memorahlc characrers, Tlickens as social eritic, Nickens a5 hwumarizr, this novel us o
bildungsroman, seriulizution und uoilying devices of the rovel, novels stalements, noton af hero, rols
vl cvincidence, novels definition of fa-ily

Tdentifving and analyzing subplots inchuding Linle Lmiy ard Stecrdorth, Wickticld and Tlviah TTeep,
Dr. Szoug and Srmie, Mr. sod Mrs, Mivawber

Creafing n visunl map of Devids jusrueyt jn Gle, weiting 3 leller (oo Litle Cmily to er fomily

Unii Namc or Timefenrng:
Teath nf a Rzalesman (onc week)

Contant andsor Skills Tanght:

-Reructure and plot jn maodemn drama includinge fleshbacks, stagine and use o7 sound, realicy versos
ilhision, yanving pereepions of reebily, Jefntions ol success. conlrvdiclivns m churacter, American
Dresmn tocluding distoiCon af it, imporanee of sexing

-Vocabulery tenws: symbolism. imagery. point ¢f view

Major Assignments and’or Asscssmonts:

-Thered wricngs such ws examinaiion of fatberson relaiunships, lechaiGue in regard 2o sedting, Willy
as w tragic ey, compinetoonicas! Oedipes e Kiog witl Deatl of & Suleswin s cogedy. Linda us the
vz major famaie charactor in dic play, Lindss rele in Willys tragedy and/orconwibution 1o his
tragedy

- Creating & timeline oF Willys life wirh high and low maments differentiated

Lnil Nuwme or Thoeframe:
A Raisin in 1he Son (one week)



Content und'vr Skills Laughi;

ITarlem Renaissance, W.E.R. DuBnis and Rooker T. Washington ideolopies, Jumo Kenyatta and the
Maun Man Movement. Prometheus, Jim Crow laws, Realism, verying interpretations of the Americen
Dream, ferminism

-Vocabulury lenns: stercolype, verbal irony, deamatic irony, epigraph, diulect, mood, assimilationist

Major Assignments and/or Asscssments:

-Themed writings such as Big Waliers inlluence on Muma snd Walter, Mema as a help or hindrznee to
ker children e plays universality, cowparsicoatiast the degams of e Zomans i Deuth of &
Salesman with the dreams of the Youngers, what is the rzal drama of die play, corupare and contmst
the smbitivns, needs, aod sucielal opindons of the ruajor feriale characters

-ldentifving and analyzing conflicts inchiding character versns characies, characler versus seltf,
character versus society

-Writing another seene tor tae play, rewriting a scenc of the play as a short story, ereating story hoards
of scenes

Unit Name or Timeframe:
The Chosen {nne o twa vreeks)

Content and/ue Skills Toupht:
-The Conflict belween Tradiion end Modemity: anderstanding the Jifferences between Hozsidic
wadition and American sccular modernity

-Symbolic elements and mohifs: comprehendmyg the coneept of "perception” as well as interpreting the
relatiouship between father and sons as deseribed in the novel (suffering is @ cenbizl motif that must be
understood in order for any lype of relevance w be [uund.

A mayor enphasis must be placed on the central idea of the Talmud.)

-Wncahulary tenms: Talmud, Hasidic, seculer, Orthodox, Yeshiva, Zionism, tzaddik

-World War Il and the baseball game musl also be intvrpreled for clandcation.

Major Ascipnments and/or Assessments:

-Possible essay topics inchide the following: [How docs the author use silance as o narmutive
technique? 2)Based upon your content knowledge, and £om a historical perspective, what does the
title of the novel mewm 1o you? 3)Where are women in The Chogen? ITow do they play = part in the
slory? I they are absent, why do you think Potok excluded womens voices?

-Quosation idertificasion -

Unit Nome or Timeframe:
Fences (one wewk)

Cantent and'or Skills Taupght;

-Irterpreting vnd inheriting hislory: understanding how the characiers are in conflict with their past,
therefure lhey cannot fully comprehend the approaching fature

-The Choice Between Pragmatism and lllusions as Survival Mechanisrs:

understemiding how Lhe chareclers® chvices diecily correspon (w hie oppostle penpectives from
which they perecive their mutaal world

-Neath and haseball motis

Major Assignments andior Assessments:

-Fssay. interprering various lines from the pley in terms of 2 motif

such as "Death vin’s nothing dut a fastball oo the outside comer, "

Jdensification of the symbolic elements found in the play: waias. f2nees, and the devil

-Time€ writing 1 which students mive exemples to suppurd the author’s choice of the play’s title



Textbooks

Title:1ligh Schocl Reprmt Compact Bedford Introdwsetion
Pohblizher: Bedford/St Marting

Published Diate: Macea, 20060

Apthor: Michacl Meyer

Drescription:

I'his texthook encompasses world literature incheding tiction, posiry, dmme, and erifgal thinking and
writing secheos. Turbermore, fae text delves oo wridng about Nimiuee, critical reeding and
thinking, pecspeclives on temture, lerany theory, and mare.

Title:Perrine™s Liverature: Strucmre, Sound and Scnse
Publisher: Heinle

Foblisbed Date: 14 Avoust, 200l

Anrhar: Thamaz B. Am

Sewond Author: Greg Johnson

Trescrip tion:
Thia cexdhnak offers 4 comprehensive Titeeanie and ®riting antholopy with poeoy, pose (Gelion and
nantictivn, drama. and Ltersry corms Zlossary and commantasy.

Other Course Materials
Mlaterial Type:Oiher

Deseription:

* Al Quast an e Western Froml, Remamgue
avid Copserficld, Dickens

*The Strunger, Cromus

*Oedipus Rex, Sophoclas

+edipus ut Colonus, Sophocles
*Anigons, Sephncies

*Medea, Furipides

*[rhello, Shakespeare

*Humle:. Shokespears

=A Ratsin i the Sun, Hansherry

*heath of 8 Soleman, Miller

#The Sound aomld tbe Fury, Faulkaer

*The Chosen, Pomk

*+Fences, Wilson

Fhelected poems. sher stones, and cssans
oceno Mountain School Thisiricl Besearch Puper Guide



